Mossel Bay's been

im the news recently
- for all the right
PEERMES.

"The holy grail of
marketing 5 when
the media picks up
and runs with a
good-news  story,”
said Debra Bouwer,
Mossel Bay
Tourism's market-
ing E
“If they lile it
they'll spread it -
and you can'l get
better publicity than
that.

"In the past few
miomiths, the people
of Mosse] Bay have
created  opportun-
tiex for & number of
successes - from
Ryan Johnson's
Lharkville o Curtiz
Barcan’s Maobel
Conference Lec-
mre,” she said.

"And then, of
course, Mossel Bay
Tourism amd the
Eden District Mu-
nicipality are al-
ways actively work-
ing to attract the in-
terest of magazines
like Travelwion, =
Dutch trode maga-
zine thal carries in-
formation on new,
potential and grow-
ing destinations,

" As an initiative of
the District Munic-
ipality, the maga-
zing's Winm Yeér-
doold and Roben

Winnl Verdoold and Flobert Boetpe - of the Dutch Tourksm Trade Magazine
Travelution - recently visfted the reglon in the company of Eden District
Municipality’s Mareve Biljon (sentra)

Boetpe wvisited us
from the 13th o the
[ Tth of October in
the company of
Eden's Mareve
Biljon - and i Maos-
sel Bay they stayed
at The Point Hotel,
had dinner at the
Bahia Dos Vague-
iros Restavrant o
the Dhar Beach Ho-
el and wisited the
Diaz Museum
Complex and Myam
Giame Lodge for an
*“Travelution will
be distributed at the
Ltrecht
Vakantiecbeurs  in
the Metherlands and
al impontant travel
shows and events in
Belgium - and the
editorial can be ex-

pocted to be geared
towards  marketing
the region for
2000, said Ms
Bouwer,

Curtis Marcan -
whio is Professor of
Anthropology al the
Instinote of Human
Origins ot the An-
roma State Univer-
ity - is the leader of
the largest project
of its kind in ihe
world  today, the
Mossel Bay Ar-
chacology Project.
which concentrmles
on the findings in
the Pinnacle Point
Caves - which have
revealed evidence
that modem hu-
mans evolved from
a small ‘progemiton
population’ of aboui

G individualz
who lived in this
area 165,006 yvears
ago.

“Curtis’ was imvit-
ed to deliver the
opening  lecture at
this wyear's Nobel
Conference,”  said
M= Bouwer.

"He spoke on "The
African  Evidence
for the Origing of
Moderm Human Be-
havior' - and the
web cast of |is
speech drew
widespread atten-
tiom in the media -
including a half
page im the main
body of Souwth
Afnica’s biggest
weekly newspaper,
The Sundny
Times." she caid.

“That's publicity
money could never
buy."

Sharkville (the
dﬂﬂlmm b
Mossel Bay's ma-
rne environment -
nnd P.I.ﬂil:ﬂ'll‘]}' s
suitability o the
study of great white
sharks in themr nat-
ural hahitat - by
Mossel Bay scien-
tist Ryan Johnson
and  This South
African Manne
Predsors Labarato-
r¥) i cumently
showing on interma-
tional chanmels of
the popular Mation-
al Gcnsmphi: iele
wision network -
and iz expected fo
reach a tofal auwdi-
ence of as many as
100 million viewers
during the five
yvears of itz broad-
cast lifie.

“All those people
will

served and  pollu-
tion-firee this Bay is

- mnd that'll under- |

score Mossel Bay's
value as an eco-des-

tination,” sad Ms

Bouwer.

But, said Mr John- |

won, “I's also been a
big week for us in

attracting film
crews o Mossel
Bay.

"Over the lasi few
days we've hosted

be leaming |
about how well-pre- |

Thalliza - a French
program - and Carie
Blanche is coming
next week, while
Discovery's History
Channel  will be
here on the week-
end and SABC ¥s
Coast-to-Coasl 1%
here the following
weekend.
"Exciting times!"
"¥es," joked Louis
Cook, Chairman of
Mossel Bay
Tourism, “these are
exciting ftimes in-
deed - and il Mossel
Bay keeps attract-
ing all these film
crews,  we  might
have w rename the
o:

"Sollywond - the
Hollywood of the
Southern Cape!”



